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“Illness is the night-side of life, a more onerous citizenship. Everyone who is born holds
dual citizenship, in the kingdom of the well and in the kingdom of the sick. Although
we all prefer to use only the good passport, sooner or later each of us is obliged, at least
for a spell, to identify ourselves as citizens of that other place”.

— Sontag (1978:3).

“Medical research is a vital part of American life. The Federal government allocates
billions of dollars to human research, and the pharmaceutical industry spends many
more billions to develop new drugs and medical devices. And research is by and large
conducted with patients. Since all of us at one time or another will be patients, we are
readily available subjects for research. Thus, the protection of the rights and interests of
citizen-research subjects in a democratic society is a major societal concern”

— Katz (1995).
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